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“sbuse. It is an epitome of all the evils of book-buying. How ! | I
Who ever thought of erigi- | oat against any one at present occcupying a seat bere, his es-
cape from immediate ejection will not be chargeable to undue
He bas | forbearance on my part.
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assent, the free assent of both bouses of Congress, and must

tions, were | inclined to shrink from the vindication of a reso-

gation which my excellent friend Mr. Palmer has so unde-

Treasury, would make a large octavo volume of about 1,000
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of the Government is now so often sought in the publication
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= th's way the House is deprived of their control over
in the Treasery. This purchase of books dees
conticgencies of the Senate. It is no
Scoate. It is untiue, but the House is
Each house judges its own contingent expenses,
though the House of Representatives knows that this
purchase is no contingent expense of the Senate, yet it
to submit. Thus the House are deprived of their right-
fdrr over the mopey in the Treasury.
w’
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dent, that I have never sold any book which I bave thus re-

the very first speech [ had the honor to make in this b_odym
in opposition to that praclice, and I believe the very first vote
I gave was given in order to procure its suppression. But
older Sepators had established the practice, and were daily

furnishicg ample proofs that they still approved it, and 1 did
not deem it altogether seemly in one, who wasgthen a stranger

here, to take upon myself the ungracious character of a re-
I wish it to be distinctly understood too, Mr. Presi-

1 wish the whole abuse to be considered as being o | ceived, nor do I believe that any gentleman who is at present
trial ; for in this case you see an exemplification of the whole | a member of this body has thus disgraced himself and use.

did this thing come before us’
nating the printing of this book ?  No one but Mr. Paimer.
He hasfrequented these halls for many years past.

Certainly, if such a case of unsenatorial meanness can be made

I strongly suspect that my honor-

had discovered itself, and in he weat; where, expatiating a
while, he at last happened to alight upon one of the outward
walls of the spider’s citadel ; which, yielding to the unequal
weight, sunk down to the very foundauon. I'hrice he endea-
vored to force his passage, and thrice the centre shook. The
ider within, feeling the terrible convalsion, mpﬂ:ed atfirst
t nature was approaching to her final dissolut or else,
that Beelzebub, with all his legions, was come to revenge the
death of many th ds of his subjects, whom his enemy had
slain and devoured. However, heat lengith valiantly resclved
toissue forth, and meet his fate. Meanwhi
ted himself of his toils, and, posted securely at some distance,
wus employed in cleansing his wings, and diwnﬁfiq them
from the ragged remnants of the cobweb. By this time the
spider was adventured out, when, beholding the ehasms, the
ruins, and dilapidations of his fortress, he was very near at his
wit’s end ; he stormed and swore like a madman, and swelled

e the bee had aequit- | Load

Montemont, member of the society, published at Paris in
1847. The new and relisble information given by Mr. Pal-
mer in that memair ng Japan, induce the writers to
presume that he must have been sent by the Government of
the United States to the Enst on a special diplomatic mission
in 1845. And here, sir, are the volumes which contain
ample testimony of the high estimate in which Mr. Pualmer's
Iabors are held abroad, I will first invite atteation to the fol-
lowing extract from the Nautical Magezine, published in
on :

¢ The following interesting document, extracted from the
Washington Daily Inteligencer, will give English readersan
idea of transatlantic notions on the subject of Ameriean com-
meree in the east. The author of the paper is A, H. Palmer,
Counsellor of the Supreme Court of the United States, and
the communication is addressed to the Hon. J. M. Clayton,

department to which be was attached. He did that, and that
is all he had to do with those books. 'With what Congress
did afterwards he had nothing to do, for he went off immedi-
ately, under fresh orders, to make fresh explorations. 8o
careful was he to keep his name from being connected with
the business, that you may search the different resolutions
which were passed by Congress on the subject, and there
will not be faund one of them in which one single copy of his
own reports was ever given to himeelf, No, sir, not one was
ever given to him. And every copy of his own works that
he ever received was a gift from friends to him—the gifi of
myself, and a gift from the Secretary of the Senate, who re-
ceived his proportion, and, knowing that Mr. Fremont had
none, gave him his own. Congress never bought from Mr.
Fremont, and never paid the millionth part of a farthing for

anthority of Congress.

3

inaccuracies which the map contained, and which any one
acquainted with the coun i
of its being 'a bare compilation of Humboldt's map, with
nearly sll its errors in latitade and longitude still upon it.
Those were my objections to the map.
With reference Lo the particular beok, I.objested to its publi-
cation because I wished we might i
to those maps and charts which we believed to be correct,
and, secondly, to confine them to the original resesrches in
Amerioan geography, or to those ressarches: made under the
. Any thing. which is kikely to go
beyond that limitation is likely to put us at sea without a
chart of any kind for our guide.
publications is to be those works
mittee, the Treasury will be exhausted in making our

could see were in

confine our publications

If the only limitation of
by some com-
bli-

cations. Those ore the ressons which heretofore I gave
sgaioet publishing this book. The reasons, therefore which
caused my objection to the map and the book are not identi-
cal. I believe the book to be really.valuable, and I should
like a copy of it as an individual ;. but I believe we should
not appropriate money to publish it. I, believe the map to
be worthless, and I do net want it as a Senator nor as an in-

till he was ready to burst. At length, casting bis eye T
the bee, and wisely gathering eauses from events, e{fw ey
knew each other by sight,) A plague split you, said he, for
agiddysonofa . .. .. ;is it you, with a vengeance, that
have made this litter here ! could not you look before you,
and be d—n’d ? do you think I have nothing else to do (in the
devil’s name) but to niend and repair after your .

ith us for many years. He has be t this | ablefriend from Texas, (Mr. Rusk,)—if he will allow me, for
wthin' before E::g?m and ;’nzued it on our b:':gh Con- | the ‘sake of convenience, to refer to him aguin, as 1al-
gress would never have thought of searching for it. The | ways do with kindness—I strongly suspect, sir, that he and
Senate would never have thought of searching forit. But Mr. | certain other members of this body are in quitea peculiar pre-
Palmer has come here. He has remained here, instead of stay- | dicament in relation to this business. I think that they have
ing at home attending to his own business. He is here ; heis duliber_nely and repeatedly \‘u:ted for appropriations of this
levant, couchant, and cormorant here. And he undertakes.| very kind, some of them involving enormous sums of money;

any thing which he did, nor did he ever ask it; nor did he
ever tread the purlieus of the Capitol to get a member of Con-
gress to do any thing of the kind, and he would have con-
sidered himself dirgraced and insulted if any member of Con-
gress had proposed to pay him for that book. He never par-
sued a member of Congress to his house, or his boarding-
house ; he was never seen, and would have scorned to have

Secretary of State to the Union.”

b Then follows the letter of Mr. Palmer to the Secretary of
tate. .

The next testimony which I shall lay before the Senate

will be an extract from a French work, entitled ¢ Voyages

s « « ! | Nouveaux, par mer et par lerre, effectues ou publies de 1837

to make a book for us without our leave, and we are to pur- | yet they think proper at this time to manifest exiraordivary
chase it, when it has no earthly relation to any thing we have | opposition to this proposal to incur a comparatively small ex-

before us; and we are to purchase his book purely and sim-
ply for his benefit ; for I do not know what benefit it can be
to any body else. Bir, in this proposed purchase is comprised
the whole abuses of the system. This book is pressed upon
us when we have no need for it, no use for it, when it has
no icability to any thing before Congress. It is the most
flagrant case of abuse which has ever been attempted npon
us, and comprises within itself all the abuses of this book-
buying system.” The resolution ** authorizes” the Secretary of
the Senate to subscribe for 5,000 copies of this work of Mr.
Palmer. He is ““authorized" to subscribe. The words are
to give him authority ; but the meaning is that be shall buy.
Then, why not *‘direct” him to do it. We *authorize”
him to do it. What is the meaning of that word ** au-
thorize " Does it mean that he may examine and consider
the matter, and purchase or refuse to purchase as he may
deem best ! No, sir. It is intended to be an order, to di-
rect the Secretary o buy the books. I, therefore, object to
the phraseology of this resolution, as it contrives a mode by
which we are to avoid meeting the direct responsibility.
‘When this matter was first brought up, the Secretary was
to be authorized to subscribe for 5,000 copies of this hook.
They thought then that each Senator should have about 90
volumes to digest. Baot after a while it was concluded that
50 volumes a piece would be enough. BSo they dropped
5,000 and made it 3,000, as it mow stands. They should
have continued this dropping process. If they had taken one
more jump of 2,000, they would have reduced the number to
1,000, and in that way they would have got down at a third
jump, below nothing. That ought to have been the process.
Why did it not goon? Why stop at 3,000? What argu-
ment can there be for giving each Senator 50 copies? I
want to hear the argument. [ should like to know why they
dropped 5,000, and made the number 3,0007? Perhaps the
argument was this : 5,000 was more than would go; there-
fore fall to 3,000, For whose benefit was this? Was it
for the benefit of the Senate or for the benefit of Mr. Palmer?
Why, it was undoubtedly for the benefit of Mr. Palmer. The
whole scheme has been to get the resolution through for his
benefit. If 5,000 copies were necessary when this resolution

pense, in procuring the printing of Mr. Palmer's book,
for the use cf' the Senate, us the resolution expresses it.
Indeed, sir, I really have been almost inclined, when I
recollect that the Senator from Texas wss the warm ad-
vocate a short time since of the printing of certain maps here,
and has voted for various other propositions of this sort, un-
necessary now to be specified, to apply to him, and those at
present so zealously co-cperaticg with him, the language of
Hudibras, when he speaks of certain puritanical personges of
his day, whose practice was to
¢ Compound for sins they were inclined to,
By damning those they had no mind to.”
- [Laughter.]

The printing of certain books and maps a short time since
was a very worthy and meritorious thing, and in every way
to be advocated, urged, commended, and recommended be-
fore the present generation and all posterity : but when
another proposition of the same kind, and, according to my
judgment, of not less merit by any means, is presented to us
for consideration, these same gentlemen manifest the most
boly indignation, the most zealous and inflexible opposition,
and signalize themselves by indulging in language of coarse
ridicule and denunciation. I do not say this of my friend
from Texas, who, to confess the truth, is always liberal, kind,
and courteous.

Mr. RUSK. [ ask the Sepator to refer to a single case of
this kind that I have been the advocate of ?
Mr. FOOTE. I did not intend to particularize any body,
much less to wound the feelings of any particular individual ;
but, being thus called upon, 1 will rébpond with becoming
frankoess. That honorable Senator voted for various appro-
priations of this kind, a list of which I bave in my hand, for
some of which I confess that [ aiso voted, in conformity with
the example of other Senstors—seniores Senafores—and in
conformity also with the established usage of the Sepate. I
voted with the Senator from Texas, I think, for the printing,
lithographing, binding, and eo forth, of a book with which is
avorsbly connected the name of a gentleman distinguished
for acientific attainments, for public spirit, and for patriotism,
snd who, I trust, will shorily be, as I cannot doubt he will

Good words, friend, said the bee, l( ving now pmaned him-
self, and being disposed to droll.) I’ll give you my hand and
word to come near your kennel no more ; I was never in such
a confounded pickle since I was born. Sirrah, replied the
spider, if it were not for breaking an old custom in our family,
never 1o stic abroad against an enemy, I should come and teach
you better manners. I pray have patience, said the bee, or
you'll spend your substance, and, for aught I see, you may
stand in need ofit aull, toward the repur of your house.
Rogue, rogue, replied the spider ; yet, methinks yos should
have more vespect to a whom all the world allows to
be so much your betters. By my troth, said the bee, the eom-
parison will amount to a very good jest ; and you will do me
a favor to let me know the reasons that all the world is pleas-
ed to use in so hopeful a dispute. At this the spider, having
swelled himself into the size and posture of a disputant, began
his argument in the true spirit of tontroversy, with resolu-
tion to be heartily leurri.ﬂ:un and angry, to urge on his own
reasons, without the least regard to the answers or objections
of his opposite ; and fully predetermined in his mind against
all conviction,

“ Not to disparage myself, said he, by the comparison with
such a raseal, what art thou but a vagabound withouat house or
home, without stock or inheritance ? to no possession of
inur own, but a pair of wings and a drone-pipe. Your liveli-

ood is & universal plunder upon nature; a freebnoter over
ficlds and gardens ; and, for the sake of stealing, will rob a
nettle as easily as a violet. Whereas Iam a domestic animal,
furnished with a native stock within myself. This large cas-
te (to show my improvements in the mathematics) is lJlehuilt
with my own hands, and the materials extracted altogether out
of my own person.

“JIam glad, answered the bee, to hear you grant, at least,
that I am come honestly by my winra and my voice ; for then,
it seems, 1 am obliged to Heaven alone for my flights and my
music ; and Providence would never have bestowed on me
two such gifts, without designing them for the noblest ends, 1
visit indeed all the flowers and blossoms of the field and gar-
den ; but whatever I collect thence enriches myself, without
the least injury to their beauty, their smell, or their taste.
Now, for you and your skill in architecture, and other mathe-
matics, 1 have little to say r in that building of yours there
might, tor aught I know, have been lubor and m enough;
but, by woeful experience for us both, it is plain, the materi-
als are naught ; and 1 hope you will henceforward take warn-
ing, and consider duration and matter, as well as method and
art. You boast indeed of being obliged to no other ereature,
but of drawing and spinning out all from yourself ; that is to

8 1847, dane les diverses parties du monde,” &¢. The au-
thor writes as follows :

“‘Venons maintenant au voyage méme de 1 Amérieain Pal-
mer,

Ce voyage, effectué en 1845 et publié en 1848, vient de pro-
eurer, entre autres résultats, des notions précienses sur le Ja-
pon, notions d’autant plus dignes d’attention qu’elles parais-
sent annoneer une ére nouvelle et 'onverture :]e relations sui-
vies entre I’Europe et cette contrée, 1a plus reculée de I’Asie
orientale. M. Palmer a commaneé par consulter les jour-
neux et les rapports des résidents hollandais i Nangasaki, seul
Furl _japponais qui leur soit ouvert, et dans lequel Padmiral
rancais Céeile a mouillé en 1846, 4 I’extréme ¢ionnement des
naturels, qui voyaient pour la premiére fois notre pavillon
fotter sur de si grandes machines de guerre; puisila re-
cueilli par lui-m@me, étant en Chine, sur Pintelligeuce, le raf-
finement d’sprit et la civilisation des Japonais, des particu-
laritiés et des faits nouveaux qui prouvent la supériorité de ce
peuple remarquable sur toutes les nations asiatiques qui 1’en-
vironment.”

Then follows a long extract from Mr. Palmer’s first pamphlet.
The volume which I now hold in my handis entitled
“ BuLLeTeEx DE Lo BocieTs pr Geosmirmis,” published
in Paris in 1846, It will be found at the 103d page of the
work that the great geogrepher M. M. Jomard speaks in
terms of strong commendation of Mr. Palmer and his re-
searches, and introduces an extended extrsct frgm his pamph-
let in the following complimentary language :

“ Aujourd’hui, je me propose de I’entretenir de 1’état pré-
sent du pays, d’aprés untémoigoage récent et digne de foi,
celui d’un voyageur américain, homme éclairé et bon obser-
vateur. On y verra la confirmation des faits curieux que je
viens de rappeler.” ?

I shall next read an extract from a volume entitled *¢8im-
monds’s Colonial Magazine and Foreign Miscellany, edited by
P, L. Simmonds, Esq., Fellow of the Statistical Society of Lon-
don, Honorary and C nding Member of the Statistical
and Geographical Societies of Paris; the G phical Society
of Bombay; the Literary and Historical Societies of Quebec and
New Yorz; the Lit Association of Barbadoes; the Poly-
technie Association of Antigua ; the Royal Agricultural and
Commercial Societies of Montreal, Jamaica, Barbadoes, De-
merara, Ceylon, ete.”

At page 231 the following notice of Mr. Palmer occurs :
‘* Memoir, geographieal, political, and commercial, on the

been seen, hanging about the Capitol for such a purpose. Nor,
sir, did he ever take out a copy-right for any thing he did
under the auspices of the Government. 'When he was work-
ing ander the orders of the Government he considered the
products of his labor to belong to the Government. He car-
ried in those products to the office to which he belonged,
where he was bound to make his reports ; and after that ke
had nothing further to do with them." Now, sir, is he to be
quoled as an example for purchasing these books frof Mr.
Palmer, or from those who haunt the purlieus of the Capitol,
.and follow members to their boarding-houses and to the halls
of legislation, besieging them to buy their booke—thoussnds
of copies of them, and to pay thousands of dollars for them ?
[s it right that he should be pressnted in that manner here ?
8ir, it is a falsification of historicel truth upon the records of
the Government, to present Mr. Fremont here in any such
manner—utterly a falsification of the trath to present him fin
any such manner—and he shall not be so presented, when I
am present in this chamber, without the falsification receiving
the burning brand which is due to it.

Mr. FOOTE. If sir, I had been guilty of that with which
I have been charged, I should be unworthy of a seat on this
floor. 1 spoke very courteously of Col. Fremont, and, sir,
I bave ever done so, The allusion to him by me was
merely incidental, as the Senate will recollect. I was speak-
ing in reference to the Senator from Texas, and kindly charg-
ing him with some inconsistency in his own course, and, by
way of evilence, stated to him that he had voted for sppro-
priations of various kinds. /A certain map (Disturael’s, I
believe it was) and the publication of Col. Fremont's work
being the most prominent instances with which I was acquaint-
ed in which the honorable Senator from Texas had votod for the
publication of books. I cited them when called upon to men-
tion a case in which my friend from Texas had thus voted. I
stated in addition that I thought my friend had in so votirg
scted with his usual judgment, yet that the simple fact was
that he stood committed to the principle involved in the reso-
lation under consideration. I spoke, as the whole Senate will
bear witness, in no offensive spirit, nor did I institute the least
comparison between Col. Fremont and Mr. Palmer. And
yet, sir, though such has beem my conduct, language of a
highly disrespectful character has been used in response to

regard to the map.
latitude and longitude only.

Mr. DAVIS, Those are
Mr. RUSK.
published |by Mr. Disturnel in 1847.

forming their opinions,
if he had any.
plate of the original map, and could mske a ruﬁnnt of exact’
copies of the original. c

here required the maps to be exact copies of the original map
appended to the treaty.
Mr. DAVIS. I take a different view of this subject from
that taken by the Benator from Texas, and I think if he will
consult his authorities again he will find that he is wrong. I
recollect that when we were discusaing the treaty with Mex-
ico, in 1847, the proposition to purchase the map fell into
my hands, as a sub committee, and I decided that we should
not purchase the map, because the latitude and longitude were
The Senator from Texes had a con-
sultation with the publisher, and he altered his
subsequently, when the Senator from Texas asked for the
mep for the use of the Benate, the
had it published ae correoted, and the map fornished was not
the map sttached to the treaty.
the map sioce thir question was before the Benate, a few days
agn, and he tells me be cannot sepply the map unless he
alters his plate.
tering his plate he will do it; but he has not the plate now.
He says [ was entirely correct, when I stated before that the
m.ﬁ could not be fumished without such alteration.

put down erroneously.

There was

He esaid he

If you will

The resolution whi

divideal, and for these reasons I object to both.
Mr,; RUSK. I wish to make a.word of explanation with
There were several errors with regard to

t errors.
a map of Mexzico and Texas
A copy of that map

was appended to the treaty, and made a part of it, and that
showed the demarcation between Texas and Mexico.
a part of the treaty, and as such was signed by the commis-
sioners, and is now in the State Depariment as a
treaty. That edition of that map was exh

exceplion of a very few copies, and when the diseussion arose
various individuals who felt an interest in, and wished to
know something with regard to this controversy, inquired of
me if" they could procure the map; for, as they heard the de-
bates and read the treaty, they needed themap ss a
I saw Mr. Disturnel and asked him

It was

of the
with the

guide in
bad not, but that he had the

I introduced

plate, and
of the Benate:
I have seen the publisher of

give him enough to pay for al-

was first introduced, why is not that number necessery now ? prove, a distinguished ornament of this body. I refer now, | *%¥» if we may judge of the liquor in the vessel by what issues | present ﬂlturodmﬁw resources, and capabilities for com- | me ; language which, for certain obvious reasons, I shall nat tion :o g‘l':ﬁ‘lfmr: ];::; b:thilcl: I think has b,:: ml::f:;::

We are not then 10 buy the book for oursslves, but for the | of couree to Col. Fremont. I hold in my hand a statement | 255 o POssess & €000 BIon e e o B i | e o o ol o b bt of opnd 'L the | think of replying to, and which 1 could not further notice | yoly introduced fato this debate. ~Before I introduced the
rifb A e your breast ; and thou wo! is= | North Pacifie 3 mporta n = | wi f X i 7 % Ty

ht&“ﬂ;ﬂfdn:lmd g’euz%"fdmn::ﬂ:l; K‘: r‘:o?::tjiﬂ from our own Secretary, furnished at my request, showing your genuine S ook of eilh’;,, et 1 doubt you are | mercisl intercourse with those ecuntries, &o. l],;p; Anson 1. | "ithout an entire want of seil-respect resolution, T consulted Mr. Disturnel, who said if a large

While I am up, I will say, by way of illustration of the

that the sum of $30,835.91 was at different times expended E:mwlut obliged, for an increase of b toa littlé foreign | Palmer, New York. . pumber were ordered, he could so alter his wap as to pro-

_—

these books are to be purchased ** for the use of the Senate.”
For what use of the SBenate? Here again is an expression
which ought not to be inserted. [s it intended for distribu-
tigh ! If so, why not write down the words ? Let us face
the music. Let us have it in plain langusge that these
works are for distribution among ourselves. Let us send it
out in that way, and lot us not have a double process to go
through, first to buy what we do not want, and then to dis-
tribute what we cannot use.

8ir, I know how this distribution commenced. We had
books and documents piled up here at one time until they
formed such a blockade that we had o make a passage through
them to the Secretary’s office. The question then was, what
shall we do with them? We have got them; now what
is to be done with them? Why, we must distribute them.
That was the argwment. We were to distribute them, in
order 1o get rid of them. Instead of going through the dou-
ble process of buying first and distributing afterwards to get
rid of them, there is a clause by which the whole may be
covered up—**for the use of the Senate.”

Now, can the Senate use them! [f the book is reall
valuable, it can be bought for the library. $5,000 a year is
allowed for the purchase of books for the library. If the
work is valuable, two or three sets of it could be bought for
the library. Thereis the place for it. But under the terms
of the resolution these books are to be **for the use of the
Benate.” lsthere not a Jesign to move the distribation
among Benators; That will be enforced on the ground that
having got the books we must do something with them.

Then the resolution snys that these works ** shall be deliv-

'Y | made this morning

upon that book and the mdps accompanying it ; all of which
was done by the Benute under very distinguished auspices in-
deed. I shall not go farther into particulars at present, bat I
ask my honorable fiiend, did he not vote for that large appro-
riation ’

Mr. RUSK, (in his seat.) Idid; but that was a very
different thing.

Mr. FOOTE. 1 thought that I could net be in error on
this point. And now, sioce my honorable friend from Texas

than one occasion, by voting appropriations of the kind st
present asked, he will allow me to say that I strongly

that his strenuous opposition to this book of Mr. Palmer’s
srises chiefly.from the sct that he has never had an opportunity
of examining it carefully and of ascertaining itsintrinsic value.
I have too much respect for hia taste and judgment to sup-
pose that he could look into the pages of a work so valuable
without feeling something of sympathy and respect both for
the author and the production of his genius.

Bir, a very extraordinary and unsparing atiack has been
Mr, Greenhow and his book en
Oregon. I shall not attempt Mr, Greenbow’s defence, though
1 should certainly do so did I consider him in the least danger
from the assaults made upon him. In the controversy in
which he was involved several years since, I believe that the
American public almost unanimously regarded him as tri-
umpbant. - It may be allowed me to say, though, that I know
him well, and believe him to be a man of sterling sense, of
excellent attainments, and of unquestioned probity. I am
glad to know that he is now preparing for the press a valua-

seems to have clearly committed himself heretofore, on more | a

assistance. Your inherent ion of dirt does not fail of ac-
quisitions, by sweepings exhaled from below ; and one insect
farnishes you with a share of poison to destroy anether. So
that, in short, the question comes all to this : whether is the
vobler being of the two, that which, by a lazy contemplation
of four inches round, by on overweening pride, feedingand en-
gendering on itself, tarnsall into , . . .. . « . . and venom,
producing nothing at all, but flybane and a cobweb ; or that
which, by a universal range, with long search, much study,
t::ie judgment, and distinetion of things, brings home honey
wax."”

A ftruer description than this of Mr. Palmer I could not
well imagine. Itis, in truth, by * a universal range” over
the whole terraqueous globe, by * long search, much study,
true jodgment, and distinction of things,” that he has fitted
himself for the preparation of the book which he has now
brought to us for entertainment and instruction, and for the
entertainment and instruction of his countrymen and the
world. I think he has no right to complain of being accused
of dﬂpouudng none of the moral properties attributable to the
spider.

I hope, Mr. President, to be excused by the Senate for
bringing forward one other quotation from the ** Batte of the
Books” upon this occasien, when it seems we will be com-
pelled, whether we wish it or not, either to yield to dogmati-
cal criticism or resent it. What Dean Swift says of the
Goddess of Criticism seems to me so germane to the question
under consideration, and is so well calculated to put us on our
guard against the sweeping which have been poured
forth so fiercely upon the head of the modest and amiable
gentleman whom 1 am endeavoring to defend, that I am sure

“ This isa valuable Congressional document, with which we
have been favored by the author, and which may be considered
as an avant courier of an important work ** On the unknown
countries of the East,” on which Mr. Palmer has been for
some time engaged. The volame now before us displays
great research, and affords much new and interesting informa-
tion relating to countries with which any intercourse
has yet been opened up. We bave taken one of the articles
in our present number from its There are two excel-
lent sketch maps, one illu ve of Northeastern Asia and
the Asiatic Islands of the North Pacific Ocean, and another of
the Isthmus of Nicaragua, through which Mr. Pulmer recom-
mends a junction of the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans by a canal,
the lengd-n of communication between the two seas being 278
miles, of which only about 82 miles would require to be
worked.”

Now, sir, I am sure it will appear most evident to all un-
prejodiced minds, that, so far from Mr. Palmer being justly
subject to all the denunciation and ridicule with which he has
been visited, he is a man of exiraordinary merit, and well
entitled to oor most consideration and sympathy.
8ir, I knew him well ; he has been my fellow-boarder for
more than six months past, and it is only deing bim justice to
say that I consider him a modest, unpretending, and culti-
vated gentleman—of the most amiable temper, and of the
most elevated I certainly am not by any means
satisfied that this practice of publishing books under the au-
thority of the Senate should ever have been introduced. Itis
still more clear to my mind that great abuses have taken place
at different periods in mmmm For one,
I am willing that this ice should be dispensed

course of certain gentlemen here, that this Senate has been
called upon, snd I doubt not there will be further applications
of the same character, to npropm.la $20,000 for experiments
in electro-magnetism. I believe I voted for the first proposi-
tion, and I certainly favored the appropriation, because [
Fcliaty the devebopeases of aporint pelaciplos Whih lber
ncilitate nt of important prin other-
wise might ps remain undeveloped for an indefinite period.
But I must say that I do not understand how honorable gentle-
men, who urged upon our attention this $30,000 appropria-
tion in furtherance of electro- i ,m&;lel:tmnhlm
justified in pressing so warmly the objections which we have
heard upon the present occasion expressed to the resolution
under consideration. f
mu

Mr. RUSK. I desire {o say but a fow words.

prefer voting to talking generally.

Mr. BUTLER. If this subject is likely to be discussed
much longer, I must move to have it postponed till to-mor-
row, in order that we may have an Executive session.

The PRESIDENT. The Senator from Texas is entitled
to the floor.

Mr. BUTLER. I was about to suggest to him that thers
is an amount of Executive business that demands our atten-
tion, and that perhaps we had better the farther
consideration of the subject. I move that it be postponed till
to-morrow.

Mr. BRADBURY. I hope the SBenate will dispose of this
question to-day. We have been a long time engaged here
with more pressing matters, and thus far we have been
vented from traneacting our ordinary business by discussion.

Mr.

The
I appeal

00TE.

sence of

who offered the resolution.

The PRESIDENT. Does the Benator from Mississippi

make the motion to ]
Mr. FOOTE. Yes, sir, I do 50 to give the Senator from

North Carolina an opportunity to be heard.

The question being taken it was not agreed to.

The question was then taken on the motion to postpone

indefinitely, and it was agreed to, as follows :

YEAS—Messrs. Atchison, Barnwell, Benton,

Bright, Butler, Chase, Davis, of Massachusetts, Davis, of

Mississippi, Daw
w!-m.'f.., Downs, Fel

duce an exact eopy of the map t
treaty. The resolution which is now on your table requires
that the Secretary should procure exact copies, and if adopt-
ed, none other than such could or would be procured under it.
Mr. UNDERWOOD. 1 should )
marks on this subject, but F am deterred by the consideration
that the time of the Benate will be much more bancﬁm;l‘ﬁ
employed than in listening to eny thing I cansay. I :
therefore, refrain from
taken now.

Iask for

which is appended to the

like to make some re-

g If wecan have the question

yeas and nays on the question of

the indefinite postponement of the resolution.

as and nays were ordered.

donot suppose it is strictly in order, but

to Senators to allow the question to be taken on

postponing the question till to-morrow, on account of the ab-
Senator

from North Carolins, (Mr. Maxocuom,)

until to-morrow !

Bradbary,

Dotm ol Jows, Dm of
Rusk, khlthn’.hhmi!h, Spruance, Turney, Under-

P
NAYS—Mesars.

wooid, Walker, Yulee—28.

ered by Mr. Palmer at a price not exceeding two dollars per | bjg historical work, portions of which he has done me the | honorable Senators will with. Malus usus est. ButIam opposed to mak- | My BUTLER. I with for I Badger, Berrien, Clarke, C , Day-
. : Benators pardon me. for read hear- . r. . draw the motion to re
e e e Foepu iAo e Ff | boorof shovig me: e | ers fo et ke | oo contomation, e o Pl s gt oy ST oo | o i e gt e e e i bt S,
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e S 5 ; hour have been af attain. -igned in the regal li 4 strai to : : . ators, I wish si to state that .
farm, :::;dm‘ b'?\‘ikl‘:m‘? B ':;UP-} _lLrLu I. !I;lll. t‘hh :;I;'- a :g Mr, President, it is far from my intention to institute a re- | whom dt;: :?:livered a hillhfu?m:l) of aﬁh:h;t” m:ﬂd rality may not be rejected, after the extraordinary sssailment | menis for which I° have henmw were official docu- deughters and her son, sscended from Bayswater, onMouday
goods y e time to whic refer the $s al-

store” meant a store in which a little of every thing in

gular comparison between Mr. Paimer's book and others, for

between the two parties below ; for, among the

which has been practised upon him on the t occasion.

cial
ments, such as I thought were proper to. be laid before the

week, in a new balloon, called the Victoria and Albert. The

blicati distributi i heretofore | ways tells truth. Jove, in t conéern couneil | The whole matter, though, is with the Senate for its con- voted propo- party descended safely in Richmond park. ~Mrs. Graham bas
the world was sold. This man, like many other good men, &mm:g%?ﬁzlﬁx l:,;u:;: :; Dogberry, | in the milky way. The scate assembled, eclares the osea- | sideration, and T will cheerfully acquiesce in whatsosver ac- m‘% pulmdm mn;‘r: :I:;“ With m 10 the | YTiten as follows o oneof the : **1 esnnot omit notic-
attended to all these things himself, and had an excellent wife, | that “ comparisons are odorous.” Nor sball I take upon my- | %0 of convening them ; a bl battle just impendent be- | tion may be finally resolved upon. ) s

who was a wife of all work, and attended to all these things
when he was awsy. A man came into the store one day to
buy some shot. She could not find the pound weight ; re-
membering haviog heerd that a “‘pint was a pound,” she
measured him the pint of shot fur the pound, and he took all
the shot she bad upon those terms.
Now, in this case we are 10 go on the idea that a page is a
Now, I can give you a little experience on that point.
wh} 1 first came to Congress | was beset to ‘subseribe to a
great many works that I had not eeen. I bad subscrited and
paid for nine volumes in advance. They came out, volume
after volume, until finally the whole nine volumes octavo ap-
with wide margins, big types, and a great distance

self the task of eritizing any of those volumes which have

this body. I have neither talent nor taste for the critical voca-
tion ; and if I had, [ am sure that I should not regard the
Benate as a proper place for mere critical dissertations. Be-
sides, sir, [ am not sure that I should not be somewhat in-
duced to recoil from the perilous task of deciding upon the
literary merits of others, from an apprehension (oftentimes, as
| I chance to know, most disastrously realized) that the punish-
ment designed for others might ** refurn to plague the inven-
tor.” Fornot unfrequently does it happen that he who sets him-
seli up as the critic of other men’s performances finds him-

formerly been ushered into the world under the auspices of

tween two mighty armies of aneient and modern creatures.
called books, wherein the celestial interest was but too deeply
coneerned. Momus, the patron of the moderns, made an ex-
cellent speech in their favor, which was answered by Pallas,
the protectress of the ancients. The bly was divided in
their affections ; when Jupiter commanded the hook of fate to
be laid before him. I[mmediately were brought by Mergcury
three large volumes in folio, containing memoirs of all
past, Tmm‘ und to come. The elasps were of silver, doub
Bilt ; the covers of celestial turkey leather ; and the psper such
as here on earth might pass almost for vellum.  Jupiter, hav-
ing silently read the deecree, would communicate the im-
to none, but presently shut up the book.
“ Without the doors of this assembly, there attended s vast

Mr. PEARCE. [Ido not propose to engage in this **bat-
tle of ‘the books,” but I think it necessary to correct a misap-
rnhmuian into which the Benstor from Missisippi has fallen.

think the work in question was never before the Library
Committes. Some two or three years ago, Mr. Palmer pre-
sented to the Senate a memorial, which was made up, for the
most part, of extracts from what he called his oming
work. Upon the presentation of that memorial to the Senate,
it was ordered to be printed and referred to the Library Com-
mittee. The Library Committee, of course, had nothing to
do with the printing of it, and it was done by order of the
Senate, not upon their recommendation. While the memo-

map referred to, for the purchase of which I offered a resolu-
tion, I will state that it was the
the treaty between the United
ferred to as designating the boundaries in that treaty.
body knows that a contest has been going on, in which the
Siate of Texas has been a party on one side, and that she
has come in for a liberal share of abuse, official and private,
8he has been denounced officially in another branch of this
Congress as traitorous to the country—a utterly and
unconditionally false ; not a single citizen of Texas deserves
such epithets. ;

The map of Mr. Disturnel is evidence with respect to the
boundary in diepute; and when Texas was denounced offi-

and only attempt made

I find the others of equal
posed (God willing

ing the extraordinary ndmirstion of m: Alice, who
accompanied me on Friday night m%’mﬂn?m at
the astonishing view of London, at midnight, being the first
fomales to conduct the manage-
ment of a balloon at night, and so much pleased am I with
the nerve exhibited by those of my
hitherto accompanied me (four in number) that if, on trial,
spirit, which I doubt not, I feel dis-
! ) to ascend with my seven daughters at
the great national exhibition of 1851.¢—English Paper.

ton, hss just

A Groastic Camxzy,—Mr, William H. Pratt, of Bos-

the building of a chimney, for the
New England Glaes Company’s ﬁa:q. ;
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